
E S C R O W  C O R N E R

Kathie Healy, senior title examiner at the Portland Central Processing 
Facility (CPF), read legal bulletin FGOR-2010-12, that directed her to 
“Watch; Wonder; Wave” if and when she ever ran across an uninsured 
deed in a chain of title. The bulletin, issued in 2010, obviously stuck with 
her through the years and help her prevent elder abuse.

Watchful Examiner Helps Prevent Elder Abuse
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May Fun Facts & Events
1. May Birthstone:  Emerald, symbolizes success and love
2. Zodiac Signs:  Taurus - 05/1 - 05/20,  Gemini  - 05/21 - 05/31
3. May Flower of the month:  Lily of the Valley 
4. May is the third and last month of the season of spring
5. The month of May is devoted to the Virgin Mary in the Catholic Church
6. May 1st is May day celebrating the arrival of Spring
7. May 5 - Cinco de Mayo celebrating Mexican heritage, culture and pride
8. May 6 - National Teacher Day
9. May 11 - Mother’s Day
9. May 19 - Victoria Day celebrating the birthday of Queen Victoria
10. May 26 - Memorial Day - National Holiday
11. May is National Fitness and Sports Month
12. May is Asian American and Jewish American Heritage Month
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where we share our             knowledge and experience.

This newsletter is attributed to the State of Oregon & Montana. Products offered by Chicago Title vary by 
states. Check with your local sales executive to see if this product is available in your area.

Let’s face it! In today’s competitive environment, it is getting harder and 
harder to retain clients. According to a recent survey by NAR, 88% of 
home buyers and sellers said they would use their real estate agent again.  
However, only 25% do end up doing so.  Clearly there needs to be a better 
way to consistently stay connected over the years.

Cement your role as a trusted advisor to your clients and grow your 
business in the process. DigsView enables you to leverage an asset that 
already exists—the list of your favorite home service professionals. Now 
put those relationships to work for you by inviting your clients to join 
DigsView!

DigsView enables real estate agents to:

• Keep your name and contact information continually in front of 
clients

• Provide clients with an easy way to access and hire recommended 
home service providers

• Strengthen your relationships with your favorite home service
providers

• Grow your business in a viral fashion

Contact us today to get signed up on 
DigsVIEW and  obtain training immediately! 
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The buyer – a religious institution – was willing to wait until the 
conservatorship was finalized as they really wanted to purchase this 
property. Once the conservatorship was appointed, all proceeds from the 
sale would be held by the conservator and not the daughter–in–law.

Watching for suspicious circumstances; Wondering about the validity of 
the uninsured deed; and Waving to her chief title officer for assistance were 
exactly the right steps taken by Kathie. Her knowledge and experience 
prevented a potential elderly abuse case.

Jobs data offers 
positive outlook 
for Housing

Job growth in the construction 
industry and metro areas hit 
particularly hard by the housing 
collapse continues to outpace overall growth, but employment 
among young adults, a vital source of housing demand, hasn’t 
fared as well recently, according to recent jobs numbers. Residential 
construction employment jumped by 13,100 month over month 
in April and 29,500 from three months before, said Trulia Chief 
Economist Jed Kolko, citing the latest jobs report from the U.S 
Department of Labor. On an annual basis, the number of jobs in the 
industry increased 5 percent, well ahead of the national growth rate of 1.7 
percent, the economist said.

The improvement in the sector might seem to conflict with a recent 
report released by the U.S. Census Bureau showing that housing starts 
declined by 6 percent year over in March. But that’s because the residential 
construction job numbers reflect the number of homes currently under 
construction, which are actually up 21 percent year over year, Kolko said.

Recent jobs growth in markets pummeled by the housing crisis provides 
another positive sign for housing, Kolko said.

Employment in those metros increased by 2.2 percent year over year in 
March, outpacing overall job growth during the same period. Las Vegas  
(3.6 percent), Fort Lauderdale, Florida (3.3 percent), Orlando (3.1 percent) 
and Miami (3.1 percent) posted the strongest gains. Detroit, however, 
continued to shed jobs (-0.9 percent). Metro jobs data is released about a 
month after national jobs data, so the most recent metro jobs numbers are 
for March, not April.

Not all recent employment data has boded well for the housing market. 
The jobs picture for young adults, who are a key source of demand for 
housing, was somewhat bleak in April.

Kolko noted that employment among 25-to34-year-olds dropped to 75.5 
percent after three months at 75.9 to 76 percent. Before the housing 
bubble, the group’s employment rate hovered in the range of 78 to 80 
percent, Kolko said.   Source: Inman News

Our sister company’s escrow officer in 
Portland, Oregon, opened a $305,000 
sale of a residential property and placed 
a title order for a preliminary report/
commitment. The order was assigned 
to Kathie Healy, one of the Company’s 
best and brightest examiners. During 
her examination of the chain of title 

documents for the subject property, she discovered a deed with many red 
flag warnings: 

• Deed was uninsured – not recorded by a title company 
•  DIY – “Do It Yourself” deed from a stationery store 
•  Handwritten (not legible) 
•  Notarized in Umatilla County, where there was no evidence the   
 Grantor ever resided 
•  Deed reflected consideration of $1 
•  Grantor is a widow – husband died in 2011 
•  Grantor is likely elderly – owned the property since 1985 
•  Property is unencumbered

After discussing these matters with her chief title officer, Kathie created an 
exception for the deed on her title report and called for an uninsured deed 
affidavit signed by the grantor, that it was her voluntary intent to convey 
all of her interest to the grantee. 

The report was sent out to the parties to the transaction and arrangements 
were made for the widow, former property owner, to appear in one of our 
sister company’s offices to sign the affidavit which read in part:

On or about July 7, 2013, I executed a deed wherein I  
conveyed the above described property to my daughter–
in–law. The deed recited the consideration as $1. The 
deed recorded on August 1, 2013 in the Multnomah 
County Recorder's Office.

The true and actual consideration was the promise by 
my daughter–in–law and my son to take care of me in 
their home for the remainder of my life in exchange for 
me conveying my property to them.

Next, the escrow officer received a call from the Multnomah County aging 
services about possible elder abuse. The escrow officer notified Kathie, and 
she investigated public records which showed the daughter–in–law had 
divorced the son in 2012. He was not even named on the deed from his 
own mother. Then, the daughter–in–law filed bankruptcy and was now 
running a massage parlor at the property address.

The escrow officer thought the deal was going to cancel. Luckily, bringing 
the Mom down to our sister company’s office to sign the affidavit raised 
some questions with the four children and resulted in the appointment 
of a conservatorship for the property owner, which means she is now a 
legally protected person. 

 


